
Shaping the Future:
CONFERENCE 2023

Key Themes in Higher Education

Developing Critical 
Thinkers in the Age of 
Automation: The Case 
for Private Institutions
Dr. Candy Ho (she/her)
LinkedIn: Candy Ho
Twitter: @CanceHo



https://www.woodlandmanufacturing.com/articles/funny-sign-friday/funny-sign-friday-fall-2020/



Students Faculty Institution

What role(s) do/should PDGIs play?



“…building competencies for scholarship, leadership, and responsible citizenship in a 
global context”

“…preparation of world citizens through global education”

“…responsible global citizens who can communicate, think critically, and make a 
positive impact in communities around the world”

“…excellence in higher education for students from many 
cultural backgrounds and language abilities”

“…an atmosphere of scholarly integrity, cultural sensitivity and community engagement”

“An Education With Results. Connecting people with professions.”

“Home of Makers, Doers, Inventors, and Innovators”

“…change lives for good by offering high quality and relevant lifelong education”

“…graduating socially responsible practitioners, engaging communities, and 
advancing social justice”

“…professional careers that are personally rewarding 
and contribute to the betterment of society”



“…change lives for good by offering high quality and relevant lifelong education”

“…an atmosphere of scholarly integrity, cultural sensitivity and community engagement”

“…building competencies for scholarship, leadership, and responsible citizenship in a 
global context”

“…excellence in higher education for students from many 
cultural backgrounds and language abilities”

“…preparation of world citizens through global education”

“…graduating socially responsible practitioners, engaging communities, and 
advancing social justice”

“…professional careers that are personally rewarding 
and contribute to the betterment of society”

“An Education With Results. Connecting people with professions.”

“…responsible global citizens who can communicate, think critically, and make a 
positive impact in communities around the world”

“Home of Makers, Doers, Inventors, and Innovators”



How students see post-secondary 
education success



Students’ most important reason to pursue a 
post-secondary education in Canada?



“Give them what they want AND give them 
what they didn’t know they need.”



“A well cultivated critical thinker:

• raises vital questions and problems, formulating 

them clearly and precisely;

• gathers and assesses relevant information using 

abstract ideas to interpret it effectively, comes to 
well-reasoned conclusions and solutions, testing 
them against relevant criteria and standards;


• thinks openmindedly within alternative systems 
of thought, recognizing and assessing, as need 
be, their assumptions, implications, and 
practical consequences; and


• communicates effectively with others in figuring 
out solutions to complex problems.”


(The Foundation for Critical Thinking, 2008)



…plus 169 targets and indicators

Critical Thinking and the SDGs 







“Things that seem unimaginable today 
will be inevitable tomorrow.” 


Professor Albus Dumbledore



provide a powerful framework to help students consider their 
purpose - a grounding for their career aspirations:


• What is the world that I want to live in? 


• What do I see are the global problems or opportunities that 
need our attention?


• What are my talents and experiences that may help address 
these problems, and in turn improve the condition of our world?


What do I care about?





Go beyond the ‘what’ to 
the ‘how’ and ‘why’

Seek evidence: “How do 
you know this?”

Contemplate alternatives

Consider possible 
solutions

Encourage critical thinking with 3 questions | Brian Oshiro | TEDxXiguan https://youtu.be/0hoE8mtUS1E



Final Advice: 
Make learning relevant, 

meaningful, lifechanging

change lives for good

scholarly integrity, 
cultural sensitivity and 

community engagement”

responsible citizenship 
in a global context

betterment of society

Makers, Doers, Inventors, Innovators

communicates 
effectively

thinks openmindedly

comes to well-reasoned 
conclusions and solutions

gathers and assesses 
relevant information

raises vital questions 
and problems

socially responsible 
practitioners advancing 

social justice

Education With Results

many cultural 
backgrounds and 
language abilities



“The plain fact is that the planet does not need more successful 
people. But it does desperately need more peacemakers, healers, 

restorers, storytellers, and lovers of every kind. It needs people who 
live well in their places. It needs people of moral courage willing 
to join the fight to make the world habitable and humane. And these 

qualities have little to do with success as we have defined it.”

David W. Orr, Ecological Literacy: Educating Our Children for a Sustainable World
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